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Remarks at the American Red Cross
Disaster Operations Center
September 4, 2005

I've come to the Red Cross to, one, thank
the good folks here who are working here.
We've got people from around the country
who have come to help heal the lives of those
who have been affected by this terrible dis-
aster.

I told some folks back there that the world
saw this tidal wave of disaster ascend upon
the Gulf Coast, and now theyre going to see
a tidal wave of compassion. There’s over
5,000 Red Cross—or nearly 5,000 Red Cross
volunteers that are working long hours at
shelters in 19 States to help these folks that
have been displaced get their feet back on
the ground.

I can’t think of anything more encouraging
for someone who has endured the tragedy
of a storm than to have a loving soul say,
“T'm here to help you. And I want you to
know a lot of people care for you.” And that’s
the spirit of the Red Cross and its volunteers.

If you want to help—help this country heal
after the result of this disaster, please give
cash money to the Red Cross. I just passed
the place where volunteers and staffers are
taking calls from around the country, and the
response has been good, but there’s more
that needs to be done. Remember, it’s the
Red Cross that provides much of the first
compassion that a person finds. It’s the Red
Cross that helps provide cash money for
somebody, to help them transition from
being disrupted—having their lives disrupted
to a more normal life. It’s the Red Cross that
helps feed. And so the Red Cross needs
money.

The Red Cross can use volunteers. Peo-
ple—this is a storm of enormous magnitude.
A lot of people’s lives have been affected.
I know much of the country is focused on
New Orleans, Louisiana, but parishes outside
of New Orleans have been ruined. Up and
down the coast of Mississippi, communities
have been destroyed. And so we need more
manpower. And if you want to help, please
call the Red Cross, and—your local Red
Cross, and they’ll find a way for you to help.

And finally, the Red Cross is in need of
blood, and there’s a blood drive going on.
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As a matter of fact, the White House will
be having a blood drive on Friday. And I
will be encouraging the employees there to
donate blood. And T hope others will do so
as well.

This country is coming together to help
people who hurt. And one of the leaders of
the army of compassion is the Red Cross.
And I'm grateful for your leadership, Marty.
I want to thank all the good folks here who
have—who really show the world the great
compassion of our country. And thanks for
letting me come by to say hello.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:43 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Marsha J. “Marty” Evans,
president and chief executive officer, American
Red Cross.

Proclamation 7923—Honoring the
Memory of the Victims of Hurricane
Katrina

September 4, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

As a mark of respect for the victims of
Hurricane Katrina, I hereby order, by the
authority vested in me by the Constitution
and laws of the United States of America,
that the flag of the United States shall be
flown at half-staff at the White House and
on all public buildings and grounds, at all
military posts and naval stations, and on all
naval vessels of the Federal Government in
the District of Columbia and throughout the
United States and its Territories and posses-
sions until sunset, Tuesday, September 20,
2005. T also direct that the flag shall be flown
at half-staff for the same period at all United
States embassies, legations, consular offices,
and other facilities abroad, including all mili-
tary facilities and naval vessels and stations.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of September, in
the year of our Lord two thousand five, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush



